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NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE 
Allowable Subject Matter 

1. Claims 1-25 are allowed. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

In regards to claim 1 , the allowable subject matter is a material handling vehicle 
control system that evaluates first and second travel request control signals coming 
from first and second control handles and brings the vehicle to a stopped state when a 
conflict exists between the travel request control signals, in combination with other 
features of claim 1 . 

In regards to claim 7, the allowable subject matter is driving the material handling 
vehicle to a stopped state when both the first and second control handles are in the 
non-neutral position, in combination with other features of claim 7. 

In regards to claim 13, the allowable subject matter is commanding the material 
handling vehicle to follow the command of the other control handle when one of the 
control signals is a neutral request and the other control signal is a drive or plug 
request, commanding the material handling vehicle to drive at the lower of the first and 
second speed commands until either of the control signals is changed to a plug or 
neutral request and then coasting to a stopped state when each of the control signals is 
a drive request, and commanding the material handling vehicle to slow to a stopped 
state when neither of the control signals is a neutral request and at least one of the 
control signals is a plug request, in combination with other features of claim 13. 
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In regards to claim 19, the allowable subject matter is operating the lift truck in a 
normal mode wherein the lift truck follows the non-neutral request signal when one of 
the travel request signalsjs a neutral request signal, operating the lift truck in a conflict 
mode wherein the life truck is controlled to a stopped state when neither of the control 
signals is a neutral control signal, and, after the lift tuck is in the conflict mode, allowing 
the lift truck to enter the normal mode of operation only if both control signals are 
returned to neutral while the vehicle is in the stopped state, in combination with other 
features of claim 19. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Woolf discloses a dual control handle assembly in which each control handle 
returns to neutral when not being used. 

Scratchard discloses a dual control handle assembly in which the driver places 
each control handle in neutral before the leaving each station. 

Haack et al. and Pollish, Jr. each disclose a material handling vehicle with a dual 
control handle assembly. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Laura B. Rosenberg whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6674. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:00am-3:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul Dickson can be reached on (571 ) 272-6669. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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